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Changing Mood?

Positive HMCTS commitments to Charity Sector

Backlog falling and notifications on the rise

Probate Enquiry 
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Since the last update at the end of November

Performance has improved – October and November record 
months

27k+ grants issued in both months

Backlog has come down by 10k to 53k 
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What this means for legacies

10k additional grants delivers approx. 4,500 legacies to 
charities

They are on track to have delivered 270k to 280k grants

But…application numbers are still rising and waiting times still 
15 weeks
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Prospects for 2024
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Likely timelines for the inquiry and key points 

Our submission went in by the deadline on Monday. 

All submissions will be collated, and a selection published. We will put a link to the 
published report on our website.

There will then be a hearing in Parliament, which we will attend as observers.

We stressed the importance of the Probate system to our members, the impact of the 
delays, the fact that we needed current progress to be maintained, and that increasing 
death rates would mean that more investment would be required in future. 
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Any questions? 

And a quick plug – conference tickets 
are going fast, if you haven’t booked 
yet, please do!
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